University of New Mexico

UNM Digital Repository
NotiSur

Latin America Digital Beat (LADB)

3-3-1987

Colombia: 30 Labor Disputes In Progress; United
Workers Confederation Threatens Nationwide
Strike
John Neagle

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/notisur
Recommended Citation
Neagle, John. "Colombia: 30 Labor Disputes In Progress; United Workers Confederation Threatens Nationwide Strike." (1987).
https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/notisur/489

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Latin America Digital Beat (LADB) at UNM Digital Repository. It has been accepted for
inclusion in NotiSur by an authorized administrator of UNM Digital Repository. For more information, please contact amywinter@unm.edu.

LADB Article Id: 077019
ISSN: 1060-4189

Colombia: 30 Labor Disputes In Progress; United Workers
Confederation Threatens Nationwide Strike
by John Neagle
Category/Department: General
Published: Tuesday, March 3, 1987
As of March 2, 30 labor disputes were in progress in Colombia, including work stoppages by hospital
employees, 20,000 workers employed by several firms in the Uraba banana plantation region,
railway and port workers, and employees of the Ecopetrol state oil company. Meanwhile, the United
Workers Confederation (CUT) representing 80% of Colombia's organized workers has threatened
to call a general nationwide strike. In statements to reporters, CUT leaders said the confederation
was considering a general strike as a means of pressuring private employers and the government to
conclude wage negotiations currently underway in several economic sectors. Ecopetrol employee
spokespersons announced that if a wage agreement with employers was not finalized on March 3,
the 10,000 workers planned to meet March 4 to decide on whether to launch an indefinite strike. By
March 2, over 8,000 railways employees had assembled in Bogota to launch mobilizations aimed
at pressuring railway management into negotiations. The workers hold managers responsible for
the "chaotic administrative and financial situation which threatens to totally paralyze the nation's
railway system." Employees at 70 hospitals throughout the country continued a work stoppage, in an
effort to obtain five months of back wages. (Basic data from PRENSA LATINA, 03/02/87)
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